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| ntroduction:

Nearly dl of the Ohio Engineering programs have some sort of help provided for either
the screen or the specific entry involved. The hdp information is stored in afile with a
specidized format that is reedily available but not directly apart of the program so that
computer memory will not be tied up holding help information. Each program has an associated
help file containing information in this format.

During the earlier stages of development of the Ohio Engineering package, a utility was
developed specificdly to generate these “help” files. This utility was rather crude but could be
made to work.

It is very difficult to write meaningful help information. Itemsthat are totaly dear to the
developer may be amydery to the user. Additiondly, there are times when help needs to be
regionaized. In other words, design procedures might differ on opposite sides of the state or
different regions of the country. For these reasons, it was decided that there was merit in
cleaning up this utility so that it could be used by users aswell as developers. With this
philosophy, the user can make the screens display whatever help might be most useful to their
daffs or themsdves. Thus came the birth of “edithelp”.

Some features of the program are locked out to the user. For example, the user cannot
create a new help screen, delete a help screen or reorder the sequence of the screens. Since
the help screens are dl linked to the specific entry in computer code, things could redly get
messed up if the user could blindly change that link. 'Y ou might ask for help on the benchmark
and get help on moving the intrument back to the truck.

Supporting Files:

This utility program is corntained in afile named "EDITHELP.EXE". In order to run, it
must be supported by the following additiond files on the default drive:

BRT71EFR.EXE Thisisaruntime module that is copyrighted to
Microsoft QuickBASIC O

OH_ENG.CFG Thefile containing al of the pecifics about your
computing system such astype of printer. Thisfileis
generated and managed by the program named
“eng_cfg.exe”

* HLP There are severd hedlp files that can be managed using
this program.
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Loading EDITHELP:

The most common method of loading this program is to load the main menu by entering
"engmenu’ & aDOS prompt ( C>). (The engineering menu program is the main driver for al
of the "Ohio Engineering Programs’) When the menu appears on the screen move the cursor to
the "Utility" sdlection and pressreturn (¢,). A second menu will appear. Move the cursor to
"Help Screen Editing" and pressreturn (¢,)

An optional method of loading the program isto enter "edithelp” with a DOS prompt (
C>).

Regardless of the option used, the main menu will gppear with severa choicesthat are
discussed below.

SelectingaHelp File:

Edit Select Reports Options Quit

AWM HLP
DATA_EDHLP
DNLHLP
ENG_CFG.HLP
GWW.HLP
HYDRHLP
HYDRO.HLP
POND.HLP
SSRPHLP
UTILHLP
WASCOB.HLP
WSP.HLP
XSECHLP

As mentioned earlier, this program can not generate anew help file, it can only work with
exiding files Therefore, it israther obvious that one has to be selected before it can be worked
on.

The*sdect” choice on the menu bar will display aligt of dl the “hdp” filesthat are
available from the subdirectory where the engineering programs reside. From there, it issmply
ameatter of choosing the file that you wish to work with.

Editing the screens

As has been mentioned severd timein other user guides, it is always recommended that
you make a copy of the file being edited so that you have something to fal back on if you should
totaly mess this one up in the editing process. A word to the wise is sufficient.

Sdecting “Edit” from the main menu will cause the first screen record to be displayed.
Two boxeswill gppear. The top smaller box displays the “header” for the help record. This
information isthe line that is displayed at the top of the help window when F1 is pressed from
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the program. Typicaly it would be one of two words that capsulates the data entry that is
active.

The second box or window, is the text that is displayed as help.

Each help screen in the program being considered, is stored in the file asa“record”. The
cursor will initiadly reside in the top box. By using the up and down arrows, you can move
through the entire help file, one record at atime. (acounter will gppear at the top of the
screen). With each press of the up or down arrow, the screen should change to a different help
screen. By using the PgUp / PgDn keys, the screen moves ten records at atime.

Pressing the return key while in the upper box, transfers the action to the lower box.
From there, the system enters atext editor mode. While you might experience some behavior
different from most text editors, there should be alot of familiar responses such as home —
beginning of the line end — end of the line; delete; backspace, ins; etc. One key stroke that
might not be as familiar is Ctrl Y which clearsan entireline. The“Esc” key will move the cursor
back to the top box.

Reports

Edit Select Reports Options Quit
|

Header Names
Text Information

There are two reports that are available from the main menu. The “Header Names’
report will generate alist of the headers (the top box on the edit screen) and print them on the
screen, thelocal printer or to afile. Thisligt isuseful in determining the record number of the
screen that you may wish to modify.

The second report includes the headers and text information for the complete help file,
This report can amost be used as a user manud or it can be saved to afile, loaded into your
favorite word processing program and run through the spell checker. Although you can not
correct the misspelled words using your word processor, they can at least be located.

Options

Edit Sdlect Reports Options Quit

Add aHedpfile

Rearrange afile

Switch Printers
Temporary Exit to DOS

The first two options, “Add aHelp File’ and “Rearrange afile’, are locked out to the
user asthey are solely development features.
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Switch Printers:

If two different printers are available on your computer system, this option will alow you
to change the identity of the printer that the program uses. Basicdly, this action changesthe
vaue of the codes that control the manner in which the printer behaves. For example, the codes
that cause the printer to print in compressed code, €etc.

Temporary Exit to DOS:

Many timesit would be nice or even necessary to execute a DOS command whilein the
program. Asan example, you can't remember the subdirectory where your datais so you need
to check severd subdirectories or even diskettes. This option will quickly return to the system
prompt and gtill keep your program and datain memory. When you are ready to return to the
program, Smply enter "exit". There is one important point to remember! Be certain that you
have returned to the subdirectory that contains the engineering program before entering “exit".

Edit Select Reports Options Quit
Il

Return to Engineering Menu
Exit to DOS System
Quit:

The response to “quit” can generate severa responses depending upon how your
particular system isset up. If the main “engmenu.exe’ fileis available, you might be offered an
option of returning to the Engineering Menu, exiting to the operating system (which could be the
DOS prompt, windows, or the batch file that originaly caled the anima waste program) or
going directly to one of saverd other engineering programs. If this“engmenu.exe’ file does not
exigt, you will Smply be asked to confirm that you redlly do want to quit.
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